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Rejoice Always 
by Rev. Rhonda Joy Gola 

 

Christmas offers us many 

opportunities to cultivate our 

attitude of gratitude. The “Spirit 

of Christmas” is not just a 

season—it is a way of living in 

gratitude for God’s loving 

presence active in our lives. 

Gratitude opens our minds and 

hearts, our eyes and ears to see 

and give thanks for the good in the 

Now! As we enter into the 

Christmas season, let us 

consciously choose to move 

through all that is before us in 

loving gratitude to God, sharing 

the greatest gift given to us all by 

God—the gift of our Christ 

Nature. Let us rejoice always! 

 

By God’s grace and goodwill we 

have all been given the 

opportunity to discover and 

develop a healthy gratitude 

attitude. We can use the power of 

praise and thanksgiving to lift 

ourselves and others to a higher 

level of joy and goodwill. 

 

The prospering power of giving 

thanks daily works wonders in our 

lives. The most uplifting effect of 

developing a daily habit of giving 

thanks is this: we begin to become 

aware of how much more we have 

to be thankful for. Unity 

cofounder Myrtle Fillmore once 

said, “There is nothing like 

appreciation, love, praise, and 

thanksgiving to increase your 
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Choose to give the gift of your 

Christ Light as love, joy, peace, 

and goodwill in all that is before 

you and to those around you. 

Affirm: I am an expression of 

God’s love and light to all. 

 

May your Christmas be filled with 

love, light, peace, and joy, and 

may 2019 bring forth abundant 

blessings in all areas of your life. 

 
Rev. Rhonda Joy Gola serves as minister for 

Unity New Zealand and director of Silent 
Unity and Daily Word in New Zealand. She is 

also a member of the Australasian Unity 
Leaders and Ministries and Unity National 

School for Australia and New Zealand. 

 
Reprinted with permission of Unity®, 

publisher of Daily Word® 

the busier weeks before 

Christmas, let us practice joyfully 

counting our blessings, giving 

thanks constantly. Remember that 

as we praise and express 

gratitude—wherever we are, or 

whatever we are doing—we 

become a blessing to others. We 

let our Christ Light shine in 

wondrous ways that only God can 

and does express through us. 

 

So as the Christmas season 

unfolds, if you become caught up 

with all the “doing,” choose to 

move into simply “being.” Stop. 

Take a conscious breath. Know in 

truth that you are one with the 

Christ Light within. Sing your 

praises to God for all your 

blessings in your life right now! 

good. The more 

you praise and 

give thanks, the 

greater will be 

the outpouring 

of the riches of 

the kingdom.” 

 

We all 

experience the 

difference in 

energy when 

we feel grateful 

for our good 

and pass it 

forward—

expressing our 

love to those 

around us. As 

we move into 
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Sunday Worthship Speakers 
 
Unity of Topeka is a guest-speaker ministry that features compelling 

speakers who are either Unity ministers, licensed Unity teachers, or 

otherwise well-versed in Unity principles. The speaking schedule fills 

months in advance, so don’t miss an opportunity to join us at 11 a.m. for 

Sunday worthship. You will be glad you did. 
________________________________ 

 

December 2—Rev. Jeniffer Hutchins: Let it Grow  
 

In “Let it Grow” Rev. Jen Hutchins presents a unique exploration of the 

theme, “Let Go, Let God.” Drawing inspiration from nature, Rev. Jen 

reminds us that Divine energy is active at all times. Our thoughts, words 

and actions are like seeds dropped into the soil of life awaiting their 

growth. We may have faith that Divine Order is taking place. 

 

Matthew 6:28 “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 

neither toil nor spin.” 

 

Rev. Jen is the founding minister of Unity Arts Ministry. As an artist and 

ordained Unity minister, her mission is to inspire self-reflection and 

personal transformation through spiritual principles and the healing power 

of art. Rev. Jen presents creative workshops; gives inspirational talks at 

churches and retreats around the country; and is the host of the television 

series "The Art of You" on The New Though Channel. 
________________________________ 

 

December 9—Rev. Lesley Miller: Let there be light! 
 
Entering this special season of Advent, we are reminded it is getting 

real—Christmas is coming! How joyful we are in anticipation of the 

coming of the Christ light, God’s enlightening principle in expression! As 

we break out the Carols, the wrapping paper and cookies and trim the tree, 

have you noticed… it is dark out there! The days are short, and the nights 

just keep getting longer. If ever there was a need for light, this is it. Let us 

take a closer look at our hope and expectation for the miracles of light and 

love as seen in the great winter traditions. It is there we find our power to 

dispel the darkness and bring light into our lives. 

 

Rev. Lesley Miller is associate minister at Unity of Independence, MO, 

and a bilingual prayer associate at Silent Unity Prayer Ministry. Among 

her varied interests and hobbies, she is currently exploring the joys of 

Bullet Journaling (yes, it’s a thing) and ways to see her grandchildren 

more often. 
________________________________ 

 

(continued on page 3) 
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Mortgage report 

The monthly payment on the 

$282,000 borrowed in 

November 2001 for our 

construction loan, plus $45,000 

we borrowed in December 2012 

to refurbish our roof and make 

ceiling repairs, is consistently 

made thanks to thoughtful 

donors like you. The most 

recent payment of $1,523 (11-

13-18) took $920.60 off the 

principal and eliminated 

$602.40 of interest, leaving the 

amount left to pay at 

$132,328.77 on our $400,000 

building. 

Sunday worthship (continued from page 2) 
 Tithing 

demonstrates 

prosperity 
 

Unity of Topeka is 

financially supported 

through love offerings, 

tithes and gifts. Remember 

to tithe even when you are 

unable to attend Sunday 

service in person. 

 

Divine love,  

through me,  

blesses and multiplies 

all that I have,  

all that I give,  

and all that I receive. 

 

December 16—Sharon Kay: Amaze-Me-Now 

 

I took a photograph October 20 of the beautiful maple trees with red 

leaves that line the sidewalks around the fountains in Unity Village. I 

watched as the leaves turned burnt orange. October 31 I looked out the 

windows of Silent Unity and saw bare limbs. Seemingly overnight, one 

cycle of life had ended and another was beginning. This amazed me 

because I didn’t see it much in Texas. What amazes you? 

 

Sharon Kay is a Licensed Unity Teacher. She has a master’s degree in 

psychology, and she was director of a crisis center for abused women 

and children when she discovered Unity at "The Pyramid" Unity in 

Houston. She began studying Unity principles, and in 2012 moved to 

Lee’s Summit to work full time in the Silent Unity prayer ministry. 
________________________________ 

 

December 23—Sharon Kay: Angels Unaware 

 

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans were overjoyed when their baby girl, Robin, 

was born. The joy was cut short when they were told that Robin had 

Down Syndrome. Yet, in the short time that Robin was with them, they 

recognized that they had been blessed with an angel. During the 

Christmas season thoughts turn to heavenly angels—but what about the 

angels that we encounter on a daily basis? 
________________________________ 

 

December 30—Matthew Starcher: I Release What No Longer 
Serves Me! (Burning Bowl Service) 
 

Join us for the wonderful Unity tradition, the Burning Bowl Service. For 

many people, this is the most powerful service of the year. We come 

together and support one another as we let go of anything that appears to 

be standing between us and our highest ideas of our experience of life. 

After we prayerfully release what no longer serves us to the flame of 

transformation, we will move into a sacred time of prayerfully writing 

our letter to God to affirm what it is that is our hearts desire to 

experience.  

 

As odd as it may seem, releasing what no longer serves us, or what is 

standing between us and our dreams, can be tricky for many people, 

especially if it is all one knows. We will talk about the transformative 

power of release. As we release what no longer serves us, a vacuum is 

created and mighty currents of the Universe rush into that space to 

support what we hold in our mind. We must be willing to completely let 

Need a moment of 
inspiration? 

Call 785-478-1777 

New recordings every 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

(continued on page 5) 
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This was a challenging year for 

Doorstep, but also a year of many 

blessings. We ended 2017 with 

fewer financial gifts than in the 

past, so we struggled with agency 

expenses and grant funds, and we 

are back at December and 

working on our Christmas family 

sign-up.  

 

We will help 800+ people in 

Christmas Bureau households, and 

we are committed to helping them 

with Christmas gifts and food. To 

do this, we need your help!   

 

We collect clothing, household 

items, blankets, school supplies, 

hygiene items, decorations, and 

more throughout the year. We did 

not have funds on hand to do 

clearance shopping for winter 

clothing in the first quarter of this 

year, so we have less clothing for 

all ages saved for the Christmas 

Store.   

 

We are in dire need of new winter 

clothing for infants and toddlers, 

youth boys and girls sizes 6-16, 

women and men.  

 

All children receive an outfit and a 

set of pajamas. The youth section, 

sizes 6-16, is the largest age range 

we help, and we always have to 

buy clothing in these sizes to cover 

the children we have adopted. 

 

Women like sweat sets, pajama 

pants and tops, and long 

nightgowns. Men can use sweat 

sets, long sleeved shirts, and boxer 

briefs.  

 

We also need toys for all children, 

and gifts for teenagers. We also 

need monetary gifts to help cover 

food expenses of the Christmas 

Store, our largest expense. 

Monetary donations may be made 

online at 

www.doorsteptopeka.org.  

 

The Christmas Store is open 

December 9 through 13, and we 

need volunteers to work each day. 

Adopted families go through the 

store with an escort.  We schedule 

19 households per hour during 

distribution, so we need volunteer 

escorts.   

 

You may drop off donations for 

the Doorstep Christmas Store 

between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m., 

Monday through Friday, at 1119 

SW 10th Avenue (10
th

 and 

Buchanan), or at your 

congregation’s donation point. 

Donated items for the Christmas 

Store are needed by Monday, 

December 10th.   

 

Doorstep staff wish each of you 

Happy Holidays and a Blessed 

2018! 

 

Doorstep planning for Christmas household adoptions 

http://www.doorsteptopeka.org/
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Mission 

Unity Church of Christianity, 

Topeka, provides a nurturing 

atmosphere of acceptance and 

caring for anyone seeking 

spiritual growth. Our purpose 

is to encourage self-esteem, 

unconditional love, peace of 

mind, and prosperous, healthy 

living. We accomplish this 

mission by teaching practical 

applications of the Jesus Christ 

ministry and by beholding the 

Christ within all people. 

 

Vision Statement 

Unity Church of Christianity 

enhances the Topeka 

community by serving as a 

holistic center for personal 

spiritual development. We 

remain open and receptive to the 

guidance of Spirit as we share 

principles that generate peace 

and promote soul-satisfaction. 

December Unity Statement 

Unity Church of Christianity, 
Topeka, is dedicated to teaching 
and demonstrating the spiritual 
Truths taught by Jesus Christ.  
Unity believes that God is 
Absolute Good, everywhere 
present, within all persons, and is 
readily accessible by anyone.  All 
the activities of Unity are 
designed to help people 
understand their own spiritual 
nature and to express spirituality 
in their lives in practical ways.  
This Unity center is committed to 
doing its part in the unfoldment of 
God’s divine plan for good and to 
spreading Truth throughout the 
Topeka community. 

go of the old, willing to bravely become anew and willing to Let go and 

Let God. 

 

Matthew Starcher is a graduate of the Spiritual Education and 

Enrichment program of Unity Worldwide Spiritual Institute and he is a 

candidate in the Licensed Unity Teacher program. He has studied New 

Thought philosophy and Unity principle for more than 15 years. Matthew 

is a pioneer and was the founder and spiritual leader of Unity of 

Southeastern Ohio. Currently, he serves in the Silent Unity Prayer ministry 

in Unity Village. 

 

Ben Katzara will provide the music program. He is originally from 

Tampa, FL, and has been studying Unity for over 12 years.  He loves to 

write original New Thought music that is inspired by Spirit! Today, Ben 

works at Silent Unity as a prayer associate and is blessed always. 

Life: The ability to energize, vitalize, enliven, 

animate, and invigorate. 
 
Affirmation: I am filled with life, sweet life. 
 
Charles Fillmore, Unity's co-founder, called our spiritual 

abilities the "Twelve Powers." We invite you to discover how to 

put these Powers to work and create the life of your dreams. 

Sunday worthship (continued from page 32) 
 

Sunday, December 30 
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facebook.com/TopekaUnity  

 
Then, share our posts to 

help us spread the word of 
all Unity of Topeka has to 

offer our community. 

Remember Unity of Topeka  

in your Christmas giving 
 

Christmas is a time of giving, an expression of our active 

participation in the celebration of God’s love. As an out-picturing of 

our love, our gifts to one another are expressions of ourselves, our 

joy and our gratitude for being part of Life. At this season of giving, 

your gifts are especially meaningful because they are a reflection of 

the wonderful divine process of creation. As you have freely given, 

so do we affirm you shall freely receive of God’s bounty. 

 

The intangible gifts of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love are the very 

substance of our Being. They are our definition of Christmas Love. 

As we share them in this season of Advent, we give the fabulous 

treasures from God’s abundant riches to one another. Could God be 

expressed any more powerfully? 

 

Your tangible monetary gifts are also a true expression of Christmas 

Love. For your support of our church and the work that we do is 

greatly appreciated. We see the treasures of God’s abundant riches 

blessing you and yours in this holiday season.  

________________________ 

 

To ensure you get the appropriate tax benefit  
for your contribution for calendar year 2018,  

make your donation by December 31. 
________________________ 

 

Thank you for expressing Christmas love to us and through us as 

Unity sends love throughout the world for a peace-filled Christmas 

season. 

 

 

 

 

Love offerings 
 

And God is able  
to provide you with  
every blessing in 

abundance, so that by 
always having enough  

of everything,  
you may share abundantly  

in every good work.   

2 Corinthians 9:7-8 
 
Charles and Myrtle Fillmore 
believed that giving a Love 
Offering to what spiritually fed 
them was an acknowledgement 
of God’s Love and Abundance, 
which was part of their 
experience. The sharing of “a 
love offering” was part of their 
overall prosperity program. It 
acknowledged the Divine Flow 
moving through their life as 
health, love, and financial 
abundance by giving a portion 
of their income to the spiritual 
practices and programs that 
inspired their minds and moved 

their souls. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      
1   

 
Diana Archer BR 

2 
11 a.m. worthship 
with Rev. Jeniffer 
Hutchins 
 

Jaci Patterson BL / 
354-8327 

3 
 
 
Cliff Manning BR 
 
JJ Pedersen BL / 
620-341-9024 

4 
 
 
Ginger Barr BR  
 
Louise Pelsue BL / 
405-752-8538 

5 
 
 
 
 
Susan Phagan BL 
/ 608-5726 

6 
 

 
 
 
Laurie Pigg BL / 
272-6659 

7 

 

 

 

 

Paul Porter BL / 
808-936-1797 

8  

 
 
 
 
Deborah June 
Purce BL 

9 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Rev. Lesley 
Miller 
 
Larry Brickhouse BR 

 
Jean Reed BL / 
608-9098 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brad, Barbara 
Renner BL 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Revell BL / 
272-9486 

12 

 
 
 
Alta Hoffman BR 
 
Janine, Don 
Rhone BL / 379-
9832 

13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeremy Sanchez 
BL / 220-5906 

14 

 
 
 
 
Julia Jama BR 
 
Ron Seager BL / 
559-341-0221 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudette Seals BL 

16 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Sharon Kay 
 
Holly Foster BR 
 
Irene Sheaffer BL / 
641-847-6313 

17 
 
 
 
 
Lyle, Reona 
Shoemaker BL / 
272-3888 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
Juanita Silva BL / 
969-9127 

19 
 
 
Newsletter Folding 
 
Mary, Chuck 
Snyder BL / 213-
0705 

20 
 
 
 
 
Kathy, Doug 
Stacken BL / 785-
449-2533 

21 
 
 
 
Nancy Keith BR  
 
Patricia Stangis BL 
/ 941-429-6484 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruthe Steele BL / 
620-515-4254 

23 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Sharon Kay 
 
Christmas service 
 
Melanie Stuart 
Campbell, Matt, 
Stuart, Paloma BL 
/969-4097 

24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ustaine Talley BL / 
770-910-9037 

25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lisa Taylor, 
Grayson, Melia BL 
/ 224-4153 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeani Tevis BL / 
273-3410 

27 

 
 
 
 
 
Courtney Tilley, 
Erik, Keisean, 
Stephanie BL / 
430-3378 

 28 

 
 
 
 
 
Melia Rivera BR 
 
Rosemary Torrez 
BL / 272-0297 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Denise Brice 
Walker BL 

30 
11 a.m. worthship 
with Matthew 
Starcher 
 
Burning bowl 
ceremony 
 
Deb, Kevin Webb 
BL / 228-2665 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shelly Wentler BL 
/ 271-8902 

 
Every Sunday 
 
9:35 a.m. 
Bible Study 
 
11 a.m.  
Worthship; Youth 
Education; Nursery 
 
12:45 p.m. 
Music team rehearsal 

 
  
Blessing Days 

Unity Church of Christianity is blessing these dear ones 
this month. Each day, send blessings to the person 
listed, and maybe give them a call to let them know you 
are thinking of them on their special day. This uplifting 
activity blesses you and others. Consider it your special 
ministry of love. All telephone numbers are in the 785 
area code, unless otherwise shown.   

BR = birthday     BL = blessing day 
 



 

 

 

 

  

 

December 2   December 9   December 16   December 23   December 30 

     
Rev. Jeniffer 

Hutchins 
 

Let it Grow 
 

Divine energy is 
active at all times. 

Our thoughts, words 
and actions are like 
seeds dropped into 

the soil of life 
awaiting their 

growth. Have faith in 
Divine Order. 

Rev. Lesley 
Miller 

 

Let there be light! 
 

Our hope for the 
miracles of light and 
love are seen in the 

great winter 
traditions. It is there 
we find our power to 
dispel the darkness 
and bring light into 

our lives. 

Sharon 
Kay 

 
Amaze-Me-Now 

 
Seemingly 

overnight, one cycle 
of life can end and 
another one begin. 
This amazes me. 

What amazes you? 

Sharon 
Kay 

 
Angels Unaware 

 
During the Christmas 
season thoughts turn 
to heavenly angels—
but what about the 

angels that we 
encounter on a daily 

basis? 

Matthew  
Starcher 

 

I release what no 
longer serves me! 

 
As we release what 
no longer serves us, 
a vacuum is created 
and mighty currents 
of the Universe rush 

into that space to 
support what we 
hold in our mind. 
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