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The Transformative Power of Easter 
By Rev. John Strickland 

 

To transform our lives, we must 

seek the inner significance of 

Easter. As we do, we can know that 

our hearts are one in the love of the 

Lord and the Holy Spirit will reveal 

to us what is exactly right for us. 

 

In understanding the Easter 

experience, let us consider Jesus. 

There are many appropriate ways 

to regard the individual Jesus 

Christ. One of the most meaningful 

and beautiful ones is to view him 

as our Way Shower, as an example 

of who we are and what we can be. 

If we think of Jesus as the one 

perfect being created by God, we 

will have missed his highly 

important teachings. 

 

Jesus taught that all people are 

created by God and have the 

potential for spiritual perfection. 

Think about just a few of his 

statements: “Is it not written in 

your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?” 

(John 10:34) “Follow me” 

(Matthew 9:9). “You, therefore, 

must be perfect, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48 

RSV). “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

he who believes in me will also do 

the works that I do; and greater 

works than these will he do, 

because I go to the Father” (John 

14:12 RSV). 

 

These are some examples of 

Jesus’ teachings and mission. 

Jesus showed each of us 

that  we have God’s 

perfection within us, not 

just that God could 

create one perfect man. 

Jesus fully recognized, 

claimed, and lived that 

perfection of God. 

Hence, he earned the 

title, “the Christ,” or 

anointed One. 

 

The beauty of Jesus’ 

life, of his humanity, is 

not that he could not sin, 

or fall short of the mark, 

but rather that he would 

not. We can read, for 
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one has attained it. Yes, we should 

try. Yes, we need to work harder 

to understand the teachings of 

Jesus and follow him. As we do 

so, we will reach greater heights 

than we ever imagined. 

 

What can we discover about 

Easter that helps us live here and 

now? 

 

Let’s take a closer look at some of 

the important parts of the Easter 

story, including the trial, 

crucifixion, and resurrection. 

 

To begin with, we have Jesus, a 

holy God-centered individual. 

Even though he was God-

centered, Jesus suffered false 

accusations, the mockery of a 

trial, the desertion of his friends, 

example, of his temptations in the 

wilderness. For a temptation to be 

a temptation, however, you must 

have the possibility of giving in to 

it. Jesus was tempted, but he did 

not give in. He rose above the 

temptation to live the life of 

spiritual perfection. When he said, 

“Follow me,” and “You, therefore, 

must be perfect,” he was telling us 

that we, too, have the potential, 

the capability within us to live the 

full, spiritual life. 

 

Most of us are content to believe 

that Jesus was perfect, that we are 

not, and that we simply cannot 

follow his example. One great 

spiritual leader who caught the 

vision of Jesus’ powerful message 

has indicated, in effect, that we 

should try to live up to the Jesus 

Christ standard even though no (continued on page 5) 
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Sunday Worthship Speakers 
 
Unity of Topeka is a guest-speaker ministry that features compelling 

speakers who are either Unity ministers, licensed Unity teachers, or 

otherwise well-versed in Unity principles. The speaking schedule fills 

months in advance, so don’t miss an opportunity to join us at 11 a.m. for 

Sunday worthship. You will be glad you did. 
________________________________ 

 

April 1— Rev. Joann Landreth: Easter Message 

 

Rev. Landreth began her 45-year service with Unity in 1969. She worked in 

the Education Department and in the Unity Village Chapel with the Revs. Sig 

and Jane Paulson. In 1978 she transferred to the Association of Unity 

Churches to work with Ministry Employment for ministers and churches. She 

graduated from the Unity Institute of Continuing Education in 1980 and 

began training for the ministry in 1983. She was ordained in 1986. In 2010 

she was presented the Unity Light of God award. She resigned in 2014 

and now travels to churches spreading the word and her deep love for the 

Unity movement. 
______________________________ 

 
April 8—Greg Tamblyn: A Brief Mystery of God 
 

The healthiest and most helpful attitude to life's unanswerable questions is 

what the best mystics and scientists have in common: a sense of wonder 

and a sense of humor. 

 

Greg Tamblyn weaves together a sacred lesson experience with funny, 

award-wining songs, stories, a meditation, and powerful group meditation 

music. Congregants get filled up with a healthy dose of music and 

laughter, plus a profound experience of the Sacred. Join us for love and 

laughter during worthship and stay for potluck lunch and the 1 p.m. 

Comedy Concert: Analog Brain In A Digital World. 
________________________________ 

 

April 15—Sharon Kay: When is a Miracle Not a Miracle? 
 

Jesus turned water into wine. Jesus healed sick people. Jesus multiplied 

loaves of bread and fish. From a traditional perspective, we consider these 

to be miracles. Jesus told us that we would do everything that he did -- 

and more. What miracles are you creating without recognizing them? 

 

Sharon Kay is a Licensed Unity Teacher. She has a master’s degree in 

psychology, and she was director of a crisis center for abused women and 

children when she discovered Unity at "The Pyramid" Unity in Houston. 

(continued on page 3) 
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Sunday Speakers (continued from page 2) 
 

Tithing 

demonstrates 

prosperity 
 

Unity of Topeka is 

financially supported 

through love offerings, 

tithes and gifts. Remember 

to tithe even when you are 

unable to attend Sunday 

service in person. 

 

Divine love,  

through me,  

blesses and multiplies 

all that I have,  

all that I give,  

and all that I receive. 

 

April 
Unity Statement 

 

Unity is a school dedicated to 

helping people live wiser, 

healthier, more prosperous lives.  

Unity embraces all people of all 

religions with love and 

understanding.  Unity focuses on 

the good in all people and affirms 

goodness in every situation.  

Unity acknowledges the one 

good God acknowledged by 

Jesus Christ to be the only power 

in the universe.  Unity invites you 

to practice the presence of God 

within, for this enables you to 

find your divine plan and follow 

it. 

Infinite Source Church 

is on winter recess. 

She began studying Unity principles, and in 2012 moved to Lee’s 

Summit to work full time in the Silent Unity prayer ministry. 
________________________________ 

 

April 22—Katie Heifner: Stop, Look, Listen 
 

Have you ever pushed a crosswalk button and it blared out a funny 

sounding, "wait?" Do you ever wish life would just give you a blaring 

sign to wait for a safe path to clear? Well we will be discussing how to 

take time to push the crosswalk button and allow our Christ-Mind to 

guide us through the busyness of life with patience. We'll discuss the 

third Unity Principle of the Law of Mind Action and tie in the story of 

Moses and the great Exodus. Through all of these tools we can remind 

ourselves to push the "wait" button and listen to God's wisdom as we 

practice patience and peace in every moment, chaotic or not.  

 

Katie Heifner is a junior at the University of Central Missouri and 

studying to become a high school social studies teacher. She has been in 

the Unity Community since she was 10 years old and has worked at the 

Silent Unity Prayer Ministry. She lives in Warrensburg, Missouri, with 

her boyfriend, Aaron, their guinea pig, Alfie, and their hamster, Stormie. 
________________________________ 

 
April 29—Sharon Dwyer: True Belonging 
 

Sharon will talk about our need for community and a sense of belonging. 

Using Ideas from Brene' Brown's book Braving the Wilderness, she will 

discuss four practices of true belonging, what it means to be in 

community while being who we really are. 

 

Sharon has been involved in Unity since 1984 and became a Licensed 

Unity Teacher in 1990. She has spent most of that time at Unity Church 

of Lawrence, teaching classes, helping on the platform and serving as 

Chaplain Team Leader. 
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Thanks to all who helped make 

Operation Soup Line a success by 

selling tickets, making desserts, 

donating baskets, and 

volunteering at and attending the 

event.  

 

A great big Thank You to Cathy 

Butler who made all of the soup 

and chili!  

 

We nearly matched our highest 

number of delivery orders with 

421. In total, we served 1,015 for 

lunch. We had 46 theme baskets, 

which earned over $3,100 for the 

event. Total made for the 15
th

 

annual event was $18,351 

(estimated before bills and final 

deposit). 

 

Doorstep Soup Line Success, Food Sales, Coming Events 

Tamale, Cinnamon Roll Food Sale 
 

We will take orders for cinnamon 

rolls and tamales from April 7 

through April 22, with delivery 

the weekend of May 4.  Find your 

Doorstep representative to place 

an order, and help Doorstep bring 

in much-needed funds. 

 

Annual Banquet 
 

Doorstep’s annual banquet to honor 

its volunteers will be at 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 26, at St. Andrews 

Presbyterian Church. We will have 

a speaker, entertainment, volunteer 

awards, quilt drawing, taco bake 

for dinner, and a love offering for 

Doorstep.  

1 p.m. ~ Sunday ~ April 8 
Cash, check, or credit card: $12 advance / $15 at door / $25 for 2 

For tickets, leave message at 

785-478-1333 

Comedy concert at Unity of Topeka! 

Reservations are due by April 24. 

RSVP by calling Doorstep at 357-

5341 between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

Chances to win the quilt drawing 

are $1 each and you need not be 

present to win. Ask your Doorstep 

representative for tickets, or buy 

them at the banquet before dinner.  

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

June 5: Topeka Gives 7 a.m. to 6 

p.m. at Fairlawn Plaza Mall.  A 

Day of Giving hosted by the 

Topeka Community Foundation. 

 

October 6: Doorstep’s 1
st
 Neighbor 

Helping Neighbor Walk/Run at 

Reynolds Lodge, Lake Shawnee. 

Details coming soon. 
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Easter (continued from page 1) 

 and a gruesome crucifixion. 

However, the wonder and glory of 

the story is that he remained true 

to God, true to his teachings and 

beliefs, and he did not stay 

crucified! He arose! He lived, and 

he still lives! 

 

The question is this: How do we 

choose to go all the way with God 

to our personal Easter morning? I 

cannot explain all the ways we 

make this choice, but I will give 

you some places to begin. 

 

I believe we make this choice when 

we decide to learn to control our 

own thinking. Are we habitually 

negative, critical, or unhappy in our 

thoughts? If so, we need to change 

our thoughts, and we can. We must 

train our minds to think positively 

as a habit, just as we would train a 

child to read, write, or use good 

manners. We can train our minds to 

be positive and spiritual. 

 

Second, we must choose to pray and 

meditate on a daily basis. Thoughts 

are powerful and life-shaping, and 

prayer thoughts are the most 

powerful, creative type of thoughts. 

Jesus had a highly developed and 

disciplined prayer life. Therefore, in 

times of need, he was prepared to go 

to the Father. We, too, must develop 

our prayer lives. 

 

The third way to choose to go all 

the way with God is by involving 

ourselves with others who are on 

the spiritual path. These 

associations can be made at 

church, in our family lives, and 

with friends. When we are with 

others of like mind—those who 

are growing, unfolding, praying, 

meditating, and seeking to keep 

Love: The ability to attract, unify and desire. 
 

Affirmation: I am a radiating center of love. 

 

Charles Fillmore, Unity's co-founder, called our spiritual abilities the 

"Twelve Powers." These spiritual abilities were perfectly expressed by 

Jesus and are present in every person. We invite you to discover how 

to put these Powers to work and create the life of your dreams. 

their thoughts and words positive 

and uplifting—we find great 

benefits. 

 

In the normal course of human 

events, we are going to find 

ourselves meeting and working 

and maybe even living with people 

who do not understand the power 

of positive spiritual thinking. We 

must bless them and do what we 

can to uplift them if they are 

receptive, but we must remember 

to take care of our own spiritual 

needs. We may wish to join a 

church, take a class, or participate 

in a support group that teaches 

positive, spiritual principles about 

life. Our association with others of 

like mind will strengthen us in 

times of need and help us find our 

way to new life. 

 

These three ideas: (1) positive, 

spiritual thinking; (2) regular 

prayer and meditation; and (3) 

involvement with other spiritual 

seekers and positive thinkers will 

help us experience the glory of 

Easter resurrection whenever we 

have a time of trial and 

crucifixion. These ideas are mere 

thought-starters. I suggest you 

take some time to more fully 

develop your approach to spiritual 

unfoldment. I firmly believe we 

can experience our personal Easter 

because Jesus did, because he said 

we could do the things he did, and 

because we live in God, and God 

lives in us. 

 

Dear friends, Easter is a blessed 

event for all of us. Everyone who 

dares to believe in God, to pray, to 

think spiritual thoughts, to be 

positive, and to hold to Truth 

when times are tough will make it 

through those times and 

experience the transformative 

power of Easter. May God bless 

you this Easter and every Easter 

of your life. Happy resurrection! 

 
Rev. John Strickland serves as senior 

minister of Unity Atlanta. In 2003, John 
received the Light of God Expressing in Unity 

Award, the highest honor within Unity. Rev. 
John served as vice president of Unity World 

Headquarters and director of Silent Unity®. 
He is a beloved author and speaker in the 

Unity movement. 

 
Reprinted with permission of Unity®, 

publisher of Daily Word® 
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Mortgage report 

The monthly payment on the 

$282,000 borrowed in 

November 2001 for our 

construction loan, plus $45,000 

we borrowed in December 2012 

to refurbish our roof and make 

ceiling repairs, is consistently 

made thanks to thoughtful 

donors like you. The most recent 

payment of $1,523 (3-12-18) 

took $948.94 off the principal 

and eliminated $574.06 of 

interest, leaving the amount left 

to pay at $139,637.24 on our 

$400,000 building. 

Mission Statement 

Unity Church of Christianity, Topeka, provides a nurturing atmosphere 

of acceptance and caring for anyone seeking spiritual growth. Our 

purpose is to encourage self-esteem, unconditional love, peace of mind, 

and prosperous, healthy living. We accomplish this mission by teaching 

practical applications of the Jesus Christ ministry and by beholding the 

Christ within all people. 

 

Vision Statement 

Unity Church of Christianity enhances the Topeka community by 

serving as a holistic center for personal spiritual development. We 

remain open and receptive to the guidance of Spirit as we share 

principles that generate peace and promote soul-satisfaction. 

Keep up with Unity of 
Topeka by following our 

Facebook page at 
 

facebook.com/TopekaUnity  
 

Then, share our posts to 
help us spread the word of 
all Unity of Topeka has to 
offer to our community. 

Need a moment of 
inspiration? 

Call 785-478-1777 

New recordings every 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

 

Saturday Meditation Series with Laura Mead 
Laura will offer meditation theory 

and instruction in Relaxation and 

Focus, Compassion meditation, 

and Wisdom practices.  

 

There will be at least two guided 

meditations per session. There 

will also be time for discussion as 

well as question and answer. 

Classes are from 9:30 a.m. to 

noon April 14 and 28. Retreat day 

is May 12 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

All classes are at Unity of Topeka.  

 

To register, contact Laura at 

lauramead108@gmail.com.   

Volunteers needed for Get Down and Get Dirty 

Maggie Kelley is recruiting volunteers 

for a Unity team to participate in the 

annual Get Down and Get Dirty event 

held in conjunction with Keep 

America Beautiful and Earth Day. 

 

The event is from 10 a.m. to noon 

Saturday, April 21.  

 

Participants are eligible to win prizes 

at a free picnic lunch that takes place 

after volunteer teams fan out across 

Topeka to pick up trash in public 

spaces.  

 

Volunteer by emailing Maggie at 

maggie@maggiekelley.com.  

mailto:lauramead108@gmail.com
mailto:maggie@maggiekelley.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
11 a.m. worthship 
with Rev. Joann 
Landreth 
 
Oliver Pacha BR 
 
Carol Brown BL / 
317-0448 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annie Burnett BL 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
Michaela 
Butterworth BL / 
310-947-1082 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Glenda Cafer BL / 
271-7157 

5 

 
 
 
Brenda Dageford 
BR 
 
Mitzi Cafer BL / 
408-5835 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ellen Caster BL / 
256-2280 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tracey 
Christensen BL 

8 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Greg Tamblyn 
 
Potluck lunch 
 
1 p.m. Comedy 
Concert  
 
Rebekah Clark BL 
/ 479-244-5631 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OJ Coller BL / 431-
6276 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alisa Mezger-
Crawford, Chris, 
Valencia BL / 230-
2169 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Melton BR 
 
Melissa Cupp, 
Chris Korb, Olivia 
BL / 817-2685 

12 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brenda Dageford, 
Maurie Blick BL / 
233-0706 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Seager BR 

 
Carolyn Decker BL 
/ 271-1235 

14  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jon Warren 
Dietrich, Kim 
Gerhardt BL / 272-
0363 

15 

11 a.m. worthship 

with Sharon Kay 
 
Jamie Eldringhoff, 
Marjie BL / 640-
4550 

16 

 
 
 
 
Helen Epperly BL / 
286-1808 

17 

 
 
 
 
Jan, Steve Ficke 
BL / 783-3669 

18 

 

 
 
Ed, Roberta 
Fischer BL / 249-
9568 

19 

 
 
 
 
Michele Flanagan 
BL / 438-7635 

20 

 
 
 
 
Vinci Flanagan BL 
/ 273-4915 

21 

 
 
 
 
Patty, Joe Flower 
BL / 220-9332 

22 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Katie Heifner 
 
 
 
 
Marcy Glassman 
BL / 273-4197 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
Nancy, Roger 
Houck BL / 716-
213-3189 

24 
 
 
 
Jasmine Williams 
BR 
 
Alta Hoffman BL / 
478-0737 

25 
Newsletter folding 
 
John Scheirman BR 
Ed Fischer BR 
 

Polly Phinney 
Genevieve BL / 
231-9225 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donita Hotchkiss 
BL / 246-1994 

27 
 
 
 
 
Alan Winslow BR 
 
Lorri Huesers BL / 
343-1227 

28 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Julia Jama BL / 
608-4452 

29  

11 a.m. worthship 
with Sharon Dwyer 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael, Apollonia 
Jamison BL  

30 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Pacha BR 
 
Nancy Johnson BL 
/ 234-8449 

  Every Sunday 
 
9:35 a.m. 
Bible Study 
 
11 a.m.  
Worthship; Youth 
Education; Nursery 
 
12:45 p.m. 
Music team rehearsal 

BR = birthday 
BL = blessing day 
 
All telephone 
numbers are in the 
785 area code, 
unless otherwise 
shown. 
 

    

Blessing Days 
Unity Church of Christianity is blessing these dear ones 
this month. Each day, send blessings to the person 
listed, and maybe give them a call to let them know you 
are thinking of them on their special day. This uplifting 
activity blesses you and others. Consider it your special 
ministry of love. All telephone numbers are in the 785 
area code, unless otherwise shown.     

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

April 1  April 8  April 15  April 22  April 29 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Joann 
Landreth 

 
Easter Message 
Unity Light of God 

award recipient 
Rev. Landreth 
visits churches 
spreading the 
word and her 

deep love for the 
Unity movement. 

 

  

Greg  
Tamblyn 

 
A Brief Mystery  

of God 
The healthiest 
attitude toward 

life's unanswerable 
questions is a 

sense of wonder 
and a sense of 

humor. 
 

  

Sharon  
Kay  

 
When Is a Miracle 

Not a Miracle? 
Jesus turned water 
to wine, healed the 
sick, and multiplied 

loaves. What 
miracles are you 
creating without 

recognizing them? 

  

Katie  
Heifner 

 
Stop, Look, 

Listen  
We can remind 

ourselves to pause 
and listen to God's 

wisdom as we 
practice patience 

and peace in every 
moment. 

  

Sharon  
Dwyer  

 
True Belonging 
Using Ideas from 
Brene' Brown's 

book Braving the 
Wilderness, 
Sharon will 
discuss four 

practices of true 
belonging. 
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