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Prayer: A Direct Connection 
By Samuel Patrick Smith 

 

When I was 4 years old, my 

mother and I were driving down 

the highway when she noticed my 

door was not closed. She 

cautioned me to move away from 

the door. I said with complete 

confidence, “If I fall out and 

break, God can put me together.” 

 

I did not “fall out and break” that 

day, but throughout my lifetime 

God has indeed put me back 

together—and held me together—

through the challenges and 

opportunities of life. From my 

youth, prayer has brought me 

peace of mind and produced 

tangible results. 

 

As a teenager, I started an 

affirmative approach to prayer 

after hearing Rosemary Fillmore 

Rhea deliver The Word on the 

radio. The positive message struck 

a chord in me, and I sent off for 

the free literature offered. 

 

At 16 I was a dedicated reader of 

Daily Word and other Unity 

literature. I learned there is a lot 

more to prayer than doubtfully 

asking for help. Denials and 

affirmations (spoken and written), 

mental picturing, times of complete 

quiet (“the Silence”), statements of 

gratitude, praying with others—all 

of these round out and strengthen 

my spiritual practice. 

I discovered the Truth in the 

words of Unity minister Catherine 

Ponder after starting a business. 

“Let go of striving,” she advises. 

“Surely it is easier and more 

natural to pray and prosper,” she 

states in her book The Prospering 

Power of Prayer.  

 

Throughout my life, prayer has 

proven superior to willpower. 

Among many specific 

demonstrations, two occurred 

during a period when Florida’s 

weather was even more 

unpredictable than usual. My 

wife, Laurel, and I were 

remodeling a building for our new 

book-printing business. We 

needed an additional $5,000. In 

prayer, I asked for guidance and 

affirmed God would provide the 

money at the right and perfect 

time. A few days later, we had a 

torrential rain. I heard a 

tremendous crash and thought 

lightning had struck a tree. When 

the storm passed, I walked outside 

and discovered that an unneeded 

aluminum structure attached to 

our building had collapsed. Three 

days later, our insurance agent 

handed me a check for $5,300—

and my brother, who was building 

a shed for his boat—hauled off the 

scrap metal. 

 

By the time our shop was up and 

running—with employees and a 

weekly payroll—prayer was still 

at the center of operations. It 

occurred to me that more 

commercial printing jobs would 

help cash flow as we acquired 

book-printing customers. I asked 

God to show me where this 

business would come from—if 

this were, in fact, the divine 

solution. 

 

The next morning a friend called 

with surprising news about 

another printer. He said, “Jerry’s 

shop got hit by lightning last night 

and burned to the ground.” I was 

shocked. “I am sorry to hear that,” 

I said. 

 

My friend replied, “Well, he’s not 

too upset, because he is ready to 

retire. He’s looking for someone 

to take over his commercial 

accounts.” I drove out to meet 

Jerry at the charred remains of his 

shop. I could see where lightning 

had hit a tree and jumped to the 

corner of his building. He didn’t 

want any cash, only a percentage 

of sales from his accounts for two 

years, which proved to be a 

mutually beneficial arrangement. 

 

These experiences taught me 

prayer is not only for times when 

we find ourselves wounded or 

broken; it is also a practical skill 

for everyday life. Your answers 

may not come in lightning bolts, 

Unity of Topeka 
Apollonia Jamison, Administrator 

(continued on page 5) 



 

 
Unity Update October 2017 Page 2 

 

 

  

Unity Update 

 
Unity Update is a monthly 
newsletter published by Unity of 
Topeka and distributed by U.S. 
mail and by email, and posted 
online at www.unity-of-topeka.org.  

 
Open ...................................... Minister 
Apollonia Jamison....... Administrator 
Lisa Taylor ................ Editor/Designer 

 
Staff 

 
Apollonia Jamison............................  

 ................ Bookkeeper, Music Director 
Michele Flanagan.......... Accompanist 
Open ........... Youth Education Director 
Candace Gritten ................................  

. .................. Youth Education Teacher 
 

Board of Trustees 

 
Gary McDonald ........ President, 2020 

 ..................................... 785-217-5539 
Chris Zwiener ....Vice President, 2019 

 ..................................... 816-214-2823 
Roberta Fischer ....... Treasurer, 2018 

 ..................................... 785-249-9568 
Sue Revell ................... Trustee, 2018 

 ..................................... 785-272-9486 
Paul Porter .................. Trustee, 2019 

 ..................................... 808-936-1797 
Vacant .......................... Trustee, 2020 

 ..................................... 785-393-9600 
Susan Phagan ..................... Alternate 

 ..................................... 785-338-2132 
 

Platform Assistants 
Apollonia Jamison....... First Sundays 
Roberta Fischer ..... Second Sundays 
Marciana Glassman ... Third Sundays 
Lisa Taylor ............... Fourth Sundays 
Ed Carpenter ................ Fifth Sundays 
OJ Coller ................ On-call substitute 

 
 

Unity Church of Christianity 

9126 SW 10th Avenue 
P.O. Box 750658 

Topeka, KS 66675-0658 
 

www.unity-of-topeka.org 
unitytopeka@yahoo.com 

TopekaUnityUpdate@gmail.com 
785-478-1333 

 
Affiliated with 

Unity School of Christianity, publisher 
of DAILY WORD magazine, and 
member of Association of Unity 

Churches.  
 
 

  
 
 

Sunday Worthship Speakers 
 
Unity of Topeka is fortunate to have lined up a number of compelling 

speakers who are either Unity ministers, licensed Unity teachers, or 

otherwise well-versed in Unity principles. The speaking schedule is filled 

well into 2018, so don’t miss an opportunity to join us at 11 a.m. for 

Sunday worthship. You will be glad you did. 
________________________________ 

 

October 1—Rev. Lesley Miller: Earth School: Learning to 
Choose Faith over Fear 

Our Wayshower, Jesus, tells us in the Gospels that we can do all that he 

did and more, that we can live in joy, love and peace, and experience 

perfect health and abundance through God. He left lots of instructions and 

even a teaching assistant—the Holy Spirit. So why do we still experience 

so much pain and suffering? Let us take a look at how we repeat our 

lessons till we learn them, even becoming Spiritual dropouts. Jesus 

promised us miracles. Let’s learn to find them, individually and together! 

Rev. Lesley was ordained in 2016 after graduating from Unity Institute, 

and she currently serves as Associate Minister at Unity of Independence 

(MO). She lives in Lee’s Summit with two little dogs, Ollie and Bosco.  
________________________________ 

 

October 8—Rev. Carrie Kenyon: Surrendering Fully and Freely 
 

Is the act of surrendering really about capitulating, resigning, being 

overpowered, or subjugating ourselves to someone else’s will? What if it 

means to stop fighting the world and stopping to breathe deeply, easily?  

What if it is about peace and joy and power? Let’s relax, breathe into this 

together and discover the exhilaration and potency of the gifts of a sweet 

surrender. 

 

Rev. Kenyon currently coordinates all aspects of the employment process 

for ministers, spiritual leaders and ministries at Unity Worldwide 

Ministries as well as provides support on questions regarding 

compensation, church governance and operations. She also provides help 

to those who are interested in starting a new church or alternative 

ministry. She lives in the Kansas City area with her patient and adoring 

husband. 
________________________________ 

 

October 15—Rita Gau  
 

Rita Gau inspires and empowers all those that are drawn to her to live their 

highest vision in the context of love and joy. Her passion is teaching clients 

(continued on page 3) 
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to unlock their true potential, achieve outrageous success, and live a life they 

LOVE living! She is an inspiring speaker, passionate educator, and a highly 

sought after transformational coach. 

________________________________ 

 

October 22—Rev. Aliza Bloom Robinson: The Art and Practice 
of Falling Into Ease 
 

Would it be alright with you if life got easier? If you don’t answer Yes, 

you are the exception. What is Ease anyway? Could it be the experience of 

Oneness? Or perhaps it is the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Quantum Field? 

Rev. Bloom Robinson, author of “Falling Into Ease” will be exploring 

these with contrast and compare, and sharing one very specific way to 

have you life be filled with more Ease in this engaging and inspirational 

lesson.  

 

Rev. Bloom Robinson is a speaker, master spiritual facilitator and teacher. 

She was ordained a Unity Minister in 2000, served in a number of 

ministries in Missouri, Kansas and Texas; been past President of the South 

Central Region, served on ministerial teams at Unity Worldwide, and as 

adjunct faculty for Unity Institute, Spiritual Education and Enrichment 

Program, Unity Village. She is founder of Divine-Awakening.org; an 

alternative ministry of Unity Worldwide Ministries. Aliza brings sparkle, 

light and a sense of delight and wonder to all she offers. She and her 

husband, Rev. Rob Robinson split their time between Arkansas and 

Arizona, where they enjoy their lake home, desert home and visits from 

their many grandchildren.  
________________________________ 

 

October 29—Rev. J.R. Loppnow: Give grace for Grace's sake 
 

As children of God we are called to be open to the Grace of God, and to, 

in turn, share Grace. However, there is an old saying which goes, "May 

you live in interesting times." It seems our society indeed exists in 

"interesting times," where we can become caught up in anxiety, fear, 

bitterness or anger, and our ability to connect with the Grace of God 

seems to diminish, and we may be less able to be graceful. The meditation 

will be a call to "re-focus" our hearts upon the living Spirit of Grace in our 

daily lives. 

 

Rev. J.R. Loppnow first came out of the Lutheran denomination, having 

received a Masters of Divinity. He was a minister for a brief time within 

that church, after which he left the denomination and moved to Topeka. 

He performed volunteer ministry at a local congregation for about 20 

years, while working full time for state government. He will soon retire 

from state service. 

 

Sunday Speakers (continued from page 2) 
 

Tithing demonstrates 

prosperity 
 

Unity of Topeka is 

financially supported 

through love offerings, 

tithes and gifts. Remember 

to tithe even when you are 

unable to attend Sunday 

service in person. 

 

Divine love,  

through me,  

blesses and multiplies 

all that I have,  

all that I give,  

and all that I receive. 

October Unity Statement 
 

What is Unity? Unity is a 

family of loved ones drawn 

together by their mutual belief 

in an idea. The idea that holds 

us is that of a good and all-

powerful God whose love 

indwells us and gives us 

everything we need to live 

happy, healthy, productive 

lives. This idea and the people 

who believe it have created 

incredible blessings of positive 

thought and prayer for our 

world. Our history is filled 

with stories of answered 

prayer, prosperity 

demonstrations, miracles of 

healing, and peace. Our future 

holds no less, for as each of us 

expression, our individual 

spiritual growth speeds the 

spiritual development of our 

world.  

Connie Fillmore Bazzy, great 

granddaughter of Unity founders 
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Doorstep is selling tamales and 

cinnamon rolls this year. You may 

place your order between from 

September 30 through October 15, 

and then pick up your order from 

Doorstep announces fall fundraiser, current needs 
 

your Doorstep representative the 

weekend of November 3. 

 

The fundraiser helps with client 

needs, operating expenses in the 

last quarter of the year, and with 

Doorstep’s Christmas Store for 

adopted families.  

 
Watch for school supplies 

 

Keep an eye on school supplies 

and backpacks as they go on 

clearance. Doorstep gives school 

supplies to school-aged children 

adopted at Christmas.  

 

Pick up some great bargains, and 

help Doorstep restock these 

children for the second half of the 

school year.  

 
Toys for Christmas Store 

 

Doorstep is low on toys for its 

Christmas Store, so any help you 

can offer will be appreciated. 

Remember Doorsteps clients 

range in age from very young to 

nearly adult.  

 
Clothing, household needs 

 

Doorstep has seen double the 

clients going through the clothing 

room recently and they need  

large men’s pants, shirts, socks, 

underwear, jeans and shoes.  

 

Doorstep can also use women’s 

socks and underwear; pots and 

pans; king and queen bed sheets; 

king, queen and full blankets. 

 
Making donations 

 

Doorstep is open for donations 

from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 

through Friday. Their address is 

1119 SW 10th Avenue, which is 

on the corner of SW 10th and 

Buchanan.  
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Mortgage report 

The monthly payment on the 

$282,000 borrowed in 

November 2001 for our 

construction loan, plus $45,000 

we borrowed in December 2012 

to refurbish our roof and make 

ceiling repairs, is consistently 

made thanks to thoughtful 

donors like you. The most 

recent payment of $1,500.46 (9-

11-17) took $874.18 off the 

principal and eliminated 

$626.282 of interest, leaving the 

amount left to pay at 

$144,583.49 on our $400,000 

building.  

Mission Statement 

Unity Church of Christianity, 

Topeka, provides a nurturing 

atmosphere of acceptance and 

caring for anyone seeking 

spiritual growth. Our purpose 

is to encourage self-esteem, 

unconditional love, peace of 

mind, and prosperous, healthy 

living. We accomplish this 

mission by teaching practical 

applications of the Jesus Christ 

ministry and by beholding the 

Christ within all people. 

 

Vision Statement 

Unity Church of Christianity 

enhances the Topeka 

community by serving as a 

holistic center for personal 

spiritual development. We 

remain open and receptive to 

the guidance of Spirit as we 

share principles that generate 

peace and promote soul-

satisfaction. 

 

Prayer (continued from page 1) 

 
but during every stormy challenge or sunny opportunity, prayer can renew 

your mind and transform your world.  

 
Samuel Patrick Smith writes and edits from his hometown of Eustis, Florida. He began reading 

Daily Word in 1978. 

 
Reprinted with permission of Unity®, publisher of Daily Word®. 

 

Infinite Source Church still on vacation 
 

The Inifinite Source Church, which usually meets at Unity of Topeka at 

3 p.m. Sunday afternoons, is on vacation until further notice.   

Need a moment 
of inspiration? 

Call 785-478-1777 

 I am free; 
 I am unlimited 
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  The Stream of Life 
by Martha Smock 

 

If we were to stand on a high hill 

and watch in the valley below the 

progress of a stream, we would 

see its breaks and turns, we would 

see its varying width, we would 

see clear and clouded areas, still 

and troubled stretches. But we 

would see it as one stream, 

flowing into itself. 

 

If we were to stand off from 

ourselves and from some high 

and mystic hill look down on this 

we call our life, it would not be 

unlike a stream, and we would 

see, with eyes free from the 

curtain of past or future, how 

days and months and years flow 

together, how all is swept along 

in the ceaseless progress of the 

soul. 

 

There are no isolated incidents in 

life though there may seem to be. 

No experience comes to us that is 

completely foreign to our 

consciousness, that has no relation 

to what we are. The happening 

that seems so tragic now, that 

seems to change our whole life, 

cannot, does not, affect the 

ceaseless flowing of our life, does 

not stand unrelated to the past or 

future, but flows from the past and 

is absorbed into the future. 

 

Can you remember the worries or 

fears of last year? Are they still 

as fearsome, as important, as they 

were then? Next year, the year 

after, and the year after, will you 

even be able to remember them? 

And today’s fear, which keeps 

your mind from rest and peace—

will it be different from all the 

rest? It will not. It too will pass. 

 

How soon the stream of life flows 

on! “I’ll never be happy again,” 

“I’ll never love again,” we say, 

but almost before the echo of our 

words has died away we have 

turned our heart and life toward 

the new, and laughter and light 

and love beckon to us from 

tomorrow. 

 

What we are today is the result of 

all that has gone before. If we 

could, we would not exchange our 

experiences for those of anyone 

else in the world, troubled though 

our stream of life may have been 

and rough our voyage. We would 

not be the unique individual that 

we are without our particular 

background, without having 

passed through the experiences 

that life brought to us, without 

having made the mental, 

emotional and spiritual growth 

that we have made through the 

years. In the honesty of our soul 

we must admit that we would not 

want to be anyone else even if we 

could be. What we really want to 

be is the best possible self that we 

are capable of being. 

 

We may ask ourselves: What is 

the purpose of life? Why am I 

here? We may not be able to see 

our purpose clearly, we may not 

be able to understand ourselves or 

our life from a human standpoint, 

but if we will think for a while on 

a different plane, if we will 

ascend the hill of Truth, we shall 

get a view of ourselves and life 

that is beautiful and inspiring, 

that reveals new horizons and 

possibilities for growth and good. 

We are a living soul on a living 

voyage, without beginning or 

end.  

 
Martha Smock (1913-1984) served as editor 

of Daily Word for 35 years. This article is 
adapted from one originally published in  

June 1946. 
 

Reprinted with permission of Unity®, 

publisher of Daily Word® 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
11 a.m. worthship 
with  Rev. Lesley 
Miller 
 
12:15 board meeting 

 
Denise Mosher BR 
 
Carolyn Decker BL 
/ 271-1235 

2 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Jamison 
BR 
 
Jon Dietrich, Kim 
Gerhardt BL / 272-
0363 

3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Eldringhoff, 
Marjorie Gale BL / 
640-4550 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen Epperly BL / 
286-1808 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
Nancy Johnson 
BR 
 
Steve, Jan Ficke  
BL / 783-3669 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed, Roberta 
Fischer BL / 249-
9568 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michele Flanagan 
BL / 438-7635 

8 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Rev. Carrie 
Kenyon 
 
Potluck lunch 
 
Glinda Leach BR 
Mike Synder BR 
 
Vinci Flanagan BL 
/ 273-4915 

9 
Columbus Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patty, Joe Flower 
BL / 220-9332 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marzie Adams BR 
 
Marcy Glassman 
BL / 273-4197 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nancy, Roger 
Houck BL / 716-
213-3189 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alta Hoffman BL / 
478-0737 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Polly Phinney-
Holthaus, 
Genevieve 
Holthaus BL / 231-
9225 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tracey 
Christensen BR 
 
Donita Hotchkiss 
BL / 246-1994 

15 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Rita Gau 
 
Lorri Lynn Huesers 
BL / 714-343-1227 

16 
 
 
 
Julia Jama BL / 
608-4452 

17 
 
 
 
Michael, Apollonia 
Jamison BL 

18 
 
 
 
Nancy Johnson BL 
/ 234-8449 

19 
 
 
 
Nancy Keith BL / 
913-833-5075 

20 
 
 
 
Maggie Kelley BL / 
608-9564 

21 
 
 
 
Rana Kelty BL / 
217-7785 

22 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Rev. Aliza 
Bloom Robinson 
 
Dolores Manning BR 

 
Ronda, Jim Kelty 
BL / 226-2333 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
Diane Lawson, 
John Scheirman  
BL / 232-2836 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Glida Leach BL / 
440-0442 

25 
 
 
Newsletter folding 
 
Carol Brown BR 
 
Dorothy Leggitt BL 
/ 256-4721 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
Roxy Luce, 
Krystal, Saxon BL / 
633-0726 

27 
 
 
 
Mitzi Cafer BR 
 
Dolores, Cliff 
Manning BL / 271-
5033 

28 
 
 
 
Janine Rhowe BR 
 
Anne McCourtie, 
John Huerter BL / 
966-0216 

29 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Rev. J.R. 
Loppnow 
 
 
 
 
Gary McDonald BL 
/ 217-5539 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed McGlone BL / 
620-256-6721 

31 
Halloween 
 
 
 
 
 
Brandie, Antwane 
McPherson 
BL / 232-6365 

Every Sunday 
 
9:35 a.m. 
Bible/Koran Study 
 
11 a.m.  
Worthship; Youth 
Education; Nursery 
 
12:45 p.m. 
Music team rehearsal 

 
 
BR = birthday 
 
BL = blessing day 
 
All telephone 
numbers are in the 
785 area code, 
unless otherwise 
shown. 

  

October 2017 

Blessing Days 
Unity Church of Christianity is 
blessing these dear ones this 
month. Each day, send blessings to 
the person listed, and maybe give 
them a call to let them know you are 
thinking of them on their special 
day. This uplifting activity blesses 
you and others. Consider it your 
special ministry of love.    
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Gently used items, food donations 

and volunteers are still needed for 

the 2017 Secondhand Rose Sale 

scheduled to take place from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. Saturday, October 14.  

 

This annual fundraiser benefits 

Unity of Topeka and you. 

Proceedings support Unity, and 

you get to donate items you once 

treasured but no longer need. 

 
Donate items for sale 

 

If you haven’t already, donate 

your gently used items for the 

sale.  Make sure items you plan to 

donate are clean and ready to 

display.  Contact Sue Revell at 

608-8343, or suerevell@cox.net, 

if you want to make a last-minute 

donation. Remember, no clothing 

or shoes! 
 

Arrange pick-up for large 

items 

 

If you have an item that is too 

large for you to transport, call Sue 

Revell at 608-8343, or email her 

at suerevell@cox.net. If it’s not 

too late, she he will arrange for 

pick-up.  

 
Cook and bake 

 

If you are able to, plan to prepare 

soup, chili or baked goods we can 

sell  to customers to consume 

onsite or take home. It’s a great 

way to show our hospitality. Sign 

up at church, or notify Sue Revell.    

 
Work the sale 

 

We need volunteers to work the 

day of the sale. Sign up at church 

or notify Sue Revell.  

 
Tell your friends! 

 

Tell everyone you know about the 

great stuff they will find at our 

Secondhand Rose Sale. We are 

publicizing it several ways, but 

nothing beats word of mouth.  

 

See you there! 
 

 

Donations, volunteers needed 

for Secondhand Rose Sale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Checklist 
 

 Mark October 14 (date of 

sale) on calendar. 

 
 Look through belongings for 

items of value you no longer 

want or need. 

 
 Make sure items are clean 

and ready for display. 

 
 Bag or box items for drop off. 

 
 Bring items to church or 

arrange for pick up. 

 Donate baked goods, soup, 

or chili for date of sale. 

 Volunteer to work the day of 

the sale.  

 Tell your friends! 

 
 Shop day of sale. You may 

find just what you need.  Unity of Topeka #1 in duck sales 

Unity of Topeka sold 435 duck certificates worth $1,770, 
earning the #1 spot in duck certificate sales for this year’s 
Great Topeka Duck Race. Unity will get half of the proceeds, 
or $885.  
 
Unity sold slightly fewer duck certificates this year than the 
466 it sold last year.  
 
Diane Donald, who attends our church, had the seventh duck 
to finish, so she won a $200 Gift card from Dillon’s that can be 
used for groceries or gas.  

mailto:suerevell@cox.net
mailto:suerevell@cox.net
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Rev. Lesley  
Miller 

Rev. Lesley was 
ordained in 2016 
after graduating 
from Unity Institute, 
and she currently 
serves as Associate 
Minister at Unity of 
Independence 
(MO). She lives in 
Lee’s Summit. 

  
Rev. Carrie Kenyon 
Rev. Kenyon 
coordinates 
employment for 
ministers, spiritual 
leaders and ministries 
at Unity Worldwide 
Ministries, and helps 
those who are 
interested in starting a 
new church or 
alternative ministry.  

  

Rita Gau 
Gau inspires and 
empowers all who 
are drawn to her to 
live their highest 
vision in the context 
of love and joy. Her 
passion is teaching 
others to unlock their 
true potential, 
achieve outrageous 
success and lives 
they LOVE living!  

  

Rev. Aliza  
Bloom Robinson 

Rev. Bloom 
Robinson is a 
speaker, master 
spiritual facilitator 
and teacher. She is 
an ordained a Unity 
Minister is founder of 
Divine-Awakening.org, 
an alternative of 
Unity Worldwide 
Ministries.  

  
Rev. J.R. Loppnow 
Rev. Loppnow first 
came out of the 
Lutheran 
denomination, having 
received a Masters 
of Divinity. He was a 
minister for a brief 
time in that church, 
but left the 
denomination and 
moved to Topeka. 
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