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Being the Gift of Christmas 
by Mary Manin Morrissey 

 

A Christmas Carol by Charles 

Dickens is a well-loved and 

familiar story to many people. In 

the character of Ebenezer 

Scrooge, we are offered an 

example of someone who is 

shown how much richer life can 

be when value is placed on what’s 

meaningful to the heart rather than 

the pocketbook. 

 

On a cold and blustery night, 

Scrooge is visited by the ghost of 

his former business partner Jacob 

Marley, who, like Scrooge, had 

been a cold and greedy 

businessman. Right before his 

own eyes, Scrooge sees the pain 

and weight that Marley bears from 

the error of his ways. Scrooge 

learns that he is to be visited by 

three more apparitions: the ghosts 

of Christmases past, present, and 

future. 

 

The Ghost of Christmas Past 

shows Scrooge the possibility he 

had for good before he hardened 

his heart and turned to materiality. 

He feels the loss of love when he 

watches a scene in which his 

fiancée tells him that he has 

chosen another love, his business, 

over her. 

 

The Ghost of Christmas Present 

takes Scrooge to visit two homes 

filled with goodwill: his nephew’s 

given the ability to see where his 

present path will take him. In this 

vision, he has died, and none of 

the townspeople care enough 

about him to attend his funeral. 

The full result of a life spent 

without loving and caring is 

abhorrent to him. Not being loved 

or loving is a consequence 

Scrooge is no longer willing to 

endure. With a new perspective, 

he chooses to change and makes a 

decision to be loving and caring 

himself. 

 

We probably don’t see ourselves 

in the character of Scrooge, but he 

may give us cause to question 

ourselves and our lives: When we 

put our head down on a pillow for 

the very last time, what will really 

have mattered to us? Will we have 

fully lived our God-given ability 

and that of his 

accountant, Bob 

Cratchit. The 

Cratchit house is 

small and its roof is 

dilapidated and 

leaking, but there is 

great love there. 

Though lame and ill, 

Tiny Tim, Cratchit’s 

son, is the center of 

a cheerful, loving 

family. 

 

With the Ghost of 

Christmas Yet-To-

Come, Scrooge is 
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to love and care, and will we have 

matured our capacity to make a 

difference in our own lives and in 

the lives of others? 

 

We, too, have a choice. As a gift 

of love, God gives us life. And in 

life, we have the opportunity to 

bring mastery to all the elements 

and circumstances of life. We 

have the chance to both discover 

and develop the skills and 

aptitudes of possibility that are 

inherent in our nature as children 

of God. 

 
The Higher Possibility 

During the Christmas season, 

there is a sweet energy aglow on 

our planet. For a moment in time, 

we suspend a certain amount of 

(continued on page 5) 
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Sunday Worthship Speakers 
 
Unity of Topeka is fortunate to have lined up a number of compelling 

speakers who are either Unity ministers, licensed Unity teachers, or 

otherwise well-versed in Unity principles. The speaking schedule is filled 

well into 2018, so don’t miss an opportunity to join us at 11 a.m. for 

Sunday worthship. You will be glad you did. 
________________________________ 

 

December 3—Grace Lindsay: Dancing With Your Soul 
 
When Grace gave the Sunday talk in early November, she likened our 

journey in this lifetime to a dance with our soul, where our conscious 

mind is partnering with our soul to twirl across the dance floor of our life. 

She will continue this theme with food for thought on how to make the 

dance smoother and more grace-full!  

  

Grace has been affiliated with Unity more than 25 years, and she worked 

at Unity Village for seven years in several roles, including 

Communications, Silent Unity, and Awaken Whole Life Center, where 

she served as a Reiki practitioner and Akashic Records specialist. 
________________________________ 

 

December 10—Rev. Jacquie Fernandez-Lenati: Prince of 
Peace 
 

The second Sunday of Advent is Peace. During Advent we experience the 

anticipation of Christ born in humanity — an anticipation filled with 

Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. Scriptures invite us to "seek peace, and 

pursue it." (Psalm 34:14) The Master teacher, Jesus of Nazareth, offered 

the gift of peace to his followers. What does that mean for us today as 

students of practical Christianity?  

 

Rev. Jacquie’s ministerial passion is to inspire individuals to discover and 

unleash their creative power. She works at Unity Worldwide Ministries, 

where she and her team produce spiritually provocative digital media.  
________________________________ 

 

December 17— Rev. Jacquie Fernandez-Lenati: A Love Like 
That 
 

The third Sunday of Advent is Love. In eager anticipation of the birth of 

Christ, we feel the unconditional love for an infant. Let's explore how we 

are called to love deeply and give sacrificially knowing that the Christ 

arrives daily in each of us — not as an infant, but as imperfectly perfect 

expressions of God that can even be difficult to love at times. 

 

(continued on page 3) 
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Rev. Jacquie’s ministerial passion is to inspire individuals to discover 

and unleash their creative power. She works at Unity Worldwide 

Ministries, where she and her team produce spiritually provocative 

digital media.  
________________________________ 

 

December 24— Apollonia Jamison: The Gift is in the Manger 
 

We will revisit the Christmas story in the Bible, with appropriate hymns 

to go with it. Than we will go to the stable in Bethlehem, where the babe 

is, identify ourselves with all that we find there. We are Joseph, we are 

Mary, and we are the shepherds and the wise men, too. 

 

Apollonia worked in Silent Unity for 22 years, during which she took 

many classes and ultimately became a Licensed Unity Teacher in 1997. 

After retiring from the Village, she moved to Topeka, where she took a 

job at Framewoods - SouthWind Art Gallery. In her "free" time, she is 

the volunteer church administrator, bookkeeper, and music director, all 

of which she enjoys. 
________________________________ 

 

December 31—Sharon Dwyer: Embracing the Past 
 

To be open to the promises of a new year, it is helpful to review past 

experiences and their influence on us today. Are there memories that still 

bring up fear or resentment for us? Do we still have underlying beliefs 

that may be blocking us from receiving and creating our highest 

good?  We can use our spiritual tools to look at and process past 

influences so that we can make a bright, clean space from which to 

welcome 2018. 

 

Sharon has been involved in Unity since 1984 and became a Licensed 

Unity Teacher in 1990. She has spent most of that time at Unity Church 

of Lawrence, teaching classes, helping on the platform and serving as 

Chaplain Team Leader. 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday Speakers (continued from page 2) 
 

Tithing 

demonstrates 

prosperity 
 

Unity of Topeka is 

financially supported 

through love offerings, 

tithes and gifts. Remember 

to tithe even when you are 

unable to attend Sunday 

service in person. 

 

Divine love,  

through me,  

blesses and multiplies 

all that I have,  

all that I give,  

and all that I receive. 

 

 

 

 

December  
Unity Statement 

 

Unity Church of Christianity, 

Topeka, is dedicated to 

teaching and demonstrating the 

spiritual Truths taught by Jesus 

Christ. Unity believes that God 

is Absolute Good, everywhere 

present, within all persons, and 

is readily accessible by anyone. 

All the activities of Unity are 

designed to help people 

understand their own spiritual 

nature and to express 

spirituality in their lives in 

practical ways. Unity of 

Topeka is committed to doing 

its part in the unfoldment of 

God’s divine plan for good and 

to spreading Truth throughout 

the Topeka community. 
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Our country has been hit hard the 

past several months with natural 

disasters and mass shootings. It has 

been hard to see the images, as 

people have lost their homes, 

belongings, and even family and 

friends in the floods, hurricanes, 

wildfires and shootings. The nation 

is hurting all over. In the midst of 

these images, we have seen heroes 

emerge, strangers helping strangers, 

and, just like here at home, 

neighbors helping neighbors.  

 

Many of you have likely donated 

money or items to those in need far 

away from here, to help where you 

can. As we have watched these 

events unfold around the country, 

each day here at Doorstep we are 

faced with people who are 

struggling here in our own city. We 

see people who are in danger of 

losing their home due to eviction 

and need help getting back on their 

feet. We see mothers who need 

clothing for their growing children 

and can’t afford to buy them 

herself. We see families and 

individuals who are hungry and 

need a food order. And adults who 

need help with a dental or 

prescription voucher to help them 

feel better; or a gas voucher or bus 

tickets to get to and from work or 

medical appointments.  

  

This year has hit us hard as people 

have been helping others around the 

country during these difficult times. 

We need a strong donation flow to 

help us finish 2017, particularly as 

we head into the holiday season, 

when Doorstep adopts 250 

households for Christmas, just as 

we have done in the past. There are 

more than 700 individuals in these 

households and they all receive 

gifts, clothing, a food order, 

Doorstep in need after tragedies across nation 

 blankets, quilts and toys for the 

children. Please consider giving 

your year-end gifts to Doorstep. 

  

The Christmas Store is the week of 

December 10 through 14. We need 

volunteers each day. Flyers have 

been distributed on the items we 

need to provide Christmas for 700+ 

individuals in these 250 

households. We ask that items be 

new for the Christmas Store.  

You can bring donations for the 

Doorstep Christmas Store from 8 

a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. We are on the corner of  

10th and Buchanan. 

 

You can also donate online at: 

www.doorsteptopeka.org 

 

Doorstep staff wish you a Happy 

Holiday and a blessed New Year! 

 

http://www.doorsteptopeka.org/
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Gift of Christmas (continued from page 1) 

 
judgment and criticism. In a world 

where we are inundated with 

information and the business of 

being busy, we take the time to 

show others that we care, to greet 

strangers with a smile, to be with 

loved ones. 

 

The best Christmas gift we can 

give ourselves is to fulfill the 

possibility of being all that God 

created us to be. The season really 

can be more than simply a replay 

of the Christmases we’ve had in 

the past. This year’s holiday can 

be a time of giving shape and 

form to that higher possibility. 

 

When we sing “Let every heart 

prepare Him room,” that 

preparation is an activity of mind, 

heart, and spirit where we become 

a living manger where love abides. 

 
Light of Love 

Some of us may be going through 

a very dark time in our lives, but 

just as we did when we were kids 

playing hide-and-seek, we can still 

say, “I’ll be it! I’ll be the light of 

love shining in my family, my 

workplace, my part of the world. 

I’ll be the manger and let my heart 

prepare Him room.” We can 

practice doing this on a daily basis 

and let our lives be molded and 

shaped by God’s love. 

 

At one time in my life, much of 

what I had believed about people 

and circumstances turned out not 

to be true. I watched the life I had 

known melt away. I had never 

before known such darkness. Life 

presents such challenges: a 

diagnosis that scares us, a phone 

call that a child has been injured, 

or the news that a 401(k) that we 

thought was safe is gone. 

 

During this time of my life, I read 

from Dark Night of the Soul by 

Saint John of the Cross and the 

Twenty-third Psalm, which helped 

me walk through my dark valley. 

“Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I fear no evil; for 

you are with me; your rod and 

your staff—they comfort me.” 

 

I think the key word here is walk. 

I didn’t want to pitch a tent—

camping out in self-pity, blame, or 

victimhood—even though I was 

tempted. I wanted to receive 

everything the walk itself came to 

give me. I finally realized I 

couldn’t make the dark 

circumstances go away, but I 

could decide how I was going to 

be in the experience. 

 

Marianne Williamson gave me 

this idea: Stare down the dark. 

And I did. I realized the truth of 

what Jesus said, “Little children, 

you are from God, and have 

conquered them; for the one who 

is in you is greater than the one 

who is in the world” (1 Jn. 4:4). 

 

We celebrate Christmas at the 

darkest time of year, knowing 

there is a light within us that 

transcends any darkness. 

 

We each have access to something 

that is more powerful, more 

transcendent than anything this 

world can offer. Knowing this 

truth in concept is not enough. We 

need to experience it in our own 

hearts right in the presence of a 

difficulty that is scary or seems 

too big for us to handle. Learning 

to stare down the dark of the 

problem, we proclaim, “Through 

the power of God in me, I will 

master you!” 

 

At this point, we learn for 

ourselves what Dr. Michael 

Beckwith means when he says, 

“Stop telling God about your big 

problems. Tell your problems 

about your big God.” The presence 

of God in us is greater than any 

problem we could encounter. 

 

This Christmas season, let’s give 

ourselves a gift by being who we 

were created to be: spiritual 

beings now, just as we were 

before we took human form and 

as we will continue to be for all 

eternity. Allowing the love of God 

to fill our hearts, we will shine the 

light of love brightly for all to see. 

 
Mary Manin Morrissey is a minister, teacher 

and author, holding a bachelor's degree in 
education, a master's in counseling 

psychology and a doctorate of humane 
letters. Mary speaks to audiences throughout 

the world and is the author of two books, 
Building Your Field of Dreams and Less Than 

Greatness. 

 
Reprinted with permission of Unity®, 

publisher of Daily Word® 
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Mortgage report 

The monthly payment on the 

$282,000 borrowed in 

November 2001 for our 

construction loan, plus $45,000 

we borrowed in December 2012 

to refurbish our roof and make 

ceiling repairs, is consistently 

made thanks to thoughtful 

donors like you. The most 

recent payment of $1,500.46 

(11-13-17) took $881.81 off the 

principal and eliminated 

$618.65 of interest, leaving the 

amount left to pay at 

$142.803.65 on our $400,000 

building.  

Mission Statement 

Unity Church of Christianity, 

Topeka, provides a nurturing 

atmosphere of acceptance and 

caring for anyone seeking 

spiritual growth. Our purpose is 

to encourage self-esteem, 

unconditional love, peace of 

mind, and prosperous, healthy 

living. We accomplish this 

mission by teaching practical 

applications of the Jesus Christ 

ministry and by beholding the 

Christ within all people. 

 

Vision Statement 

Unity Church of Christianity 

enhances the Topeka 

community by serving as a 

holistic center for personal 

spiritual development. We 

remain open and receptive to the 

guidance of Spirit as we share 

principles that generate peace 

and promote soul-satisfaction. 

 

Need a moment of 
inspiration? 

Call 785-478-1777 

Keep up with Unity of 
Topeka by following our 

Facebook page at 
 

facebook.com/TopekaUnity  
 

Then, share our posts to 
help us spread the word of 
all Unity of Topeka has to 
offer to our community. 

I am the radiant life of God, I am, I am, I am 

What’s up at Unity of Topeka?  
 

We’ve had people ask what is happening at Unity of 

Topeka now that Michael Jamison has resigned. We 

invite you to visit Sunday to find out for yourself.  

 

Every Sunday we have speakers who are either Unity 

ministers or licensed Unity teachers. We may miss 

Michael’s talks, but we welcome these fresh voices 

and we delight in the diversity of topics and speakers.  

 

We are blessed to have so many options available to 

us, and we are already scheduling speakers well into 

spring. We even have a spring concert planned 

featuring a special musical guest!  

 

The board recently had a visioning workshop where 

each member shared his or her vision for the future of 

Unity of Topeka. There were many exciting ideas 

shared, but the board has not yet settled on its next 

steps. Like any transition, it will take time to unfold. 

 

The strength of Unity of Topeka is in the people who 

attend services, who volunteer their time and talent, 

and who consistently provide financial support. If you 

haven’t been involved in a while, we encourage you 

to visit us soon. We will welcome you at the top of 

the hill! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Every Sunday 
 
9:35 a.m. 
Bible/Koran Study 
11 a.m.  
Worthship; Youth 
Education; Nursery 
12:45 p.m. 
Music team rehearsal 

BR = birthday 
 
BL = blessing day 
 
All telephone 
numbers are in the 
785 area code, 
unless otherwise 
shown. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 

 
Diana Archer BR 
 
Melanie Stuart 
Campbell, Stuart,  
Paloma BL / 969-
4097 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
Ustaine Talley BL / 
770-910-9037 

3 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Grace Lindsay 
 
Cliff Manning BR 
 
Lisa Taylor family 
BL / 224-4153 

4 
 
 
Ginger Barr BR 
 
 
Jeani Tevis BL / 
273-3410  

5 
 
 
 
Courtney Tilley, 
Erik, Keisean, 
Stephanie BL / 

430-3378  

6 
 
 
 
 
 
Rosemary Torrez 
BL / 272-0297  

7 
 
 
 
 
 
Denise Brice 
Walker BL  

8 
 
 
 
 
 
Shelly Wentler BL / 
271-8902 

9 
 
 
Larry Brickhouse BR 

 
John, Jasmine 
Williams BL / 210-
7786  

10 

11 a.m. worthship 
with  Rev. Jacquie 
Fernandez-Lenati 
 
Potluck lunch 
 
Kathy Willis BL  

11 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Wilson BL 
/ 224-7670 

12 
 
Alta Hoffman BR 
 
 
Duke, Sara 
Windsor BL / 316-
641-0625 

13 
 
 
 
 
Alan, Sonja 
Winslow BL / 271-
6947 

14 
 
Julia Jama BR 
 
Chris Zwiener, 
Hannah, Cordie, 
Paige, Elsa BL / 
816-214-2823 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
Marzie Adams BL / 
272-6589 

16 
 
Paul Lauer BR 
 
Holly Foster BR 
 
Paula Adkins BL / 
749-1125 

17 

11 a.m. worthship 
with  Rev. Jacquie 
Fernandez-Lenati 
 
Thomas Bogardus 
BL / 749-1125 

18 
 
 
 
Heather Ashton, 
Sierra, Elaine, 
Weston BL 

19 
 
 
 
Ginger Barr, Ed 
Carpenter BL / 
256-2788 

20 
 
Newsletter folding 
 
 
Gail Beale, Matt, 
Nelly BL  

21 
 
 
Nancy Keith BR 
 
Lisa Beebe BL / 
220-3343 

22 
 
 
 
 
Larry Brickhouse 
BL / 267-4547 

23 
 
 
 
 
Carol Brown BL / 
317-0448 

24  

11 a.m. Christmas 
worthship with 
Apollonia Jamison 
 
Annie Burnett BL  

25 
Christmas 
 
Michaela 
Butterworth BL / 
310-947-1082 

26 
 
 
Glenda Cafer, 
Dave Debenham 
BL / 271-7157 

27 
 
 

 

Mitzi Cafer 
BL / 291-0570 

28 
Genevieve Holthaus 
BR 
Melia Rivera BR 
 
Ellen Caster, Dallas 
BL / 256-2280 

29 
 

 

 

 

Erika Chikly BL  

30 
 
 
 
Tracey 
Christensen BL  

31 

11 a.m. worthship 
with Sharon Dwyer 
 
Charlie Pacha BR 
 
Rebekah Clark BL 
/ 479-244-5631  

    
  

December 2017 

Blessing Days 
Unity Church of Christianity is blessing these dear ones this 
month. Each day, send blessings to the person listed, and 
maybe give them a call to let them know you are thinking of 
them on their special day. This uplifting activity blesses you 
and others. Consider it your special ministry of love.  

   

Infinite Source Church has returned 

Infinite Source Church is again meeting 
at 3 p.m. Sundays at Unity of Topeka. 
Contact someone with the church to ask 
about program content.  

 

Burning Bowl Ceremony and Letters to God 

Our year-end worthship service December 31 will include 
a burning bowl ceremony to renounce what does not serve 
us and letters to God to state our hearts’ desires for the 
year ahead. Join us for these powerful activities.  

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

December 3  December 10  December 17  December 24  December 31 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grace  
Lindsay 

 
Dancing With 

Your Soul 
When our 

conscious minds 
partner with our 
souls it's like a 

dance. Let’s make 
that dance more 

grace-full! 
 

  

Rev. Jacquie 
Fernandez-Lenati 

 
Prince of Peace 
During Advent we 

experience the 
anticipation of 
Christ born in 

humanity — an 
anticipation filled 

with Hope, Peace, 
Love, and Joy. 

 

  

Rev. Jacquie 
Fernandez-Lenati 
 
A Love Like That 

In eager 
anticipation of the 
birth of Christ, we 
feel unconditional 
love for an infant. 
Let's explore how 
we are called to 

love deeply. 
 

  

Apollonia  
Jamison 

 

The Gift is in  
the Manger  

In revisiting the 
Christmas story, 
we will identify 
ourselves in 

Joseph, Mary, the 
shepherds and the 

wise men. 

  

Sharon  
Dwyer 

 
Embracing  

the Past 
To be open to the 
promises of a new 
year it is helpful to 

review past 
experiences and 
their influence on 

us today. 
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